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With Naval Air Station in our backyard, we can watch jets maneuver across our skies daily. It 
takes years of expertise and training to become fighter pilots. Beatrice recently went to NAS 
Fallon to eavesdrop on some pilots' conversations to find out what they really do. 
 
What sets naval aviators apart from all other pilots? They are trained to land on a moving air-
craft carrier. Landing on a "flight deck" is one of the most challenging things a navy pilot will 
ever do. When a fighter pilot lands on a typical runway, they have up to 10,000 feet to com-
plete that landing. The flight deck only has about 300 feet of runway space. To make it more 
challenging, the flight deck is in constant motion with the sea.  
 
Jets are launched off the carrier by using a steam catapult. Once given the signal, the jet is 
propelled from the deck at 150 miles per hour in just two seconds.  After the pilot completes 
the mission, they must return and successfully land on the boat. Each plane has a tailhook 
that is attached to the plane's tail. The pilot's goal is to line the jet up with the ship and head 
towards the flight deck. As the plane touches down, the tailhook snags one of the four ar-
resting wires. This wire "traps" the jet and stops it from going off the edge of the carrier. 
Again, this is all done in the space of 300 feet! 
 
The pilots are assisted through this coordinated activity by a finely tuned flight deck crew, 
wearing colored jackets to identify each job. Together, they help every pilot to accomplish 
their goals.   

 
Next time you see the jets circling above, you should give a little cheer! We are thankful for 

the dedicated men and women serving our country in all branches of the military.  
 Thank them for their service! 

 
Come to the museum to see what a navy fighter pilot wears!  We have a G-suit and a flight suit! 

Check out these videos to watch fighter jets land on aircraft carriers:                                       
The Intricate Skill That Goes Into Landing a Fighter Jet - Bing video   

Learn more about NAS Fallon and “Top Gun”                                                          
Top Gun: 30 Years Later - YouTube 

Want to create you own paper jet? Give this a try!                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Fold 'N Fly » Basic Dart Paper Airplane (foldnfly.com) 

Beatrice Badger “Digs In” 
Beatrice Badger is the beloved mascot of the Churchill County Museum. She's quite a 
mischievous little badger, creating many little adventures for herself. If you look very 

carefully through the museum and  our community, you may spot Beatrice on one of her 
adventures.   Stay tuned for adventures as she digs in to new topics in  Muse News.  



    From the Director Teri Hedgpeth

The past year has presented all of us with unforeseen challenges and sorrows due to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
and the Churchill County Museum was no exception.  Sadly, the museum lost its charismatic leader Dan Ingram 
this past December which left a gaping hole not only at the museum; but in the community as well.  Quickly, 
the county and the Churchill County Museum Association moved into action and put forth a national search for 
Dan’s replacement while Carol Lloyd, the Churchill County Library Director jumped in to serve as the interim 
museum director.  I was fortunate enough to receive the call to become the museum’s next director and am 
thrilled to lead the museum into the future.

My experience in historic entities spans government, military, education and non-profit institutions that began 
with the National Archives in Washington, D.C. to my most recent position as the Director of Archives and 
Curator of Collections for the U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Committee. Moreover, I also served as the archivist 
for the Navy History & Heritage Command’s Naval Warfare Division. In this position I archived all ships histories 
and aviation command histories, including NAS Fallon.   

As I learn more about the history of Fallon, the Truckee Carson Irrigation District, and the people, geology and 
cultures that make our part of the Great Basin compelling, you will see some minor changes in the 
museum.  However, we also have new, exciting exhibits already in the works that will provide more 
engagement for our patrons late summer, early fall.  Additionally, we hope to bring back public programs and 
events that the COVID-19 Pandemic forced us to halt and provide greater opportunities for volunteering within 
the museum.

Finally, this year NAS Fallon celebrates the 25th anniversary of the move of the U.S. Navy Fighter Weapons 
School or TOPGUN to Fallon. You will note that the theme of our MuseNews this spring revolves around that 
anniversary. Please enjoy our newsletter and as you learn more about TOPGUN and its history.

The Churchill County Museum 
says THANK YOU 

to Glenn the Mover for 
contributing your time to the 

museum. 



HAPPY 25TH ANNIVERSARY!

25 years ago, NAS Fallon became the pinnacle of naval aviation training in the 
U.S. when TOPGUN and TOPDOME moved and combined with the already 

existing Naval Strike and Air Warfare Center.

The story of how TOPGUN came to Fallon 
began in 1993 when Nevada’s congressional 
delegation lobbied for its relocation to 
Fallon because of the redesignation of  NAS 
Miramar (it’s original location) to U.S. 
Marine Corps Air Station Miramar. Then on 
February 2, 1994, the move of TOPGUN to 
Fallon was announced. However, it would 
end up taking two more years before 
construction was completed and the official 
move to Fallon could be made.

Finally, on May 29, 1996, the TOPGUN aircraft were 
flown to NAS Fallon, where it remains to this day 
marking the beginning of a new era for the program. 
The TOPGUN School is a 13 week program that only 
accepts the top one percent of naval aviation pilots. 
It is here at NAS Fallon attending TOPGUN, where the 
pilots learn techniques such as time management and 
preparation, alternative fighter jet maneuverability 
and countermeasure attacks, and, most importantly, 
they learn how to take the information they were 
given back to their command and share it with their 
fellow pilots.

On July 11, 1996, another major change happened at NAS Fallon. The TOPGUN program, Strike 
University (Naval Strike Warfare Center) and the Carrier Airborne Early Warning Weapons 
School (TOPDOME) were combined into what is now the Naval Strike and Air Warfare Center 
(NSAWC). This combination transformed NAS Fallon into the place to train for Navy air 
warfare. To this day, TOPGUN is an integral part of NSAWC and continues to be the Navy’s best 
tactical training program for their pilots and one of the world’s most distinguished centers for 
aviation excellence.

Photo of the jet airplanes at NAS Fallon at sunrise.
 Photograph by Randy Duran, donated by the Naval Air Station, CCM

Photograph of A-4 Skyhawks assigned to CVW-9



This past year on June 16, 2020, pilots from 
Strike Fighter Squadron VFA-125 the Rough 
Raiders and VFA-147 Argonauts were the first 
TOPGUN students to complete the course in 
the Navy’s newest fighter jet, the F-35C 
Lightning II.  This marks a the most significant 
change in the TOPGUN program since the 
1980s when the F/A-18A Hornet fighter jet was 
introduced. According to How the F-35 
Triggered Topgun’s Biggest Syllabus Revamp in 
Nearly Four Decades, the new syllabus will 
follow the old one in terms of core elements 
(basic fighter maneuvering, air-to-surface 
training, section air-to-air, and division) but, 
with changes that embrace new techniques and stealth tactics. 

      -Marilyn A. Goble, Curator

The future of TOPGUN looks bright as new changes take flight and we at the museum cannot 
wait to see what TOPGUN will look like in another 25 years!

Photograph of the F-35C Lightning II 
Photo Courtesy of  the U.S. Navy

MUSEUM UPDATES

-Healthcare Heroes, our new exhibit, honors healthcare workers from traditional Paiute medicine doctors to 
today’s COVID-19 response. Stop by and take a look! 

-We want to hear your COVID-19 stories! Feel free to email rsottile@ccmuseum.org, message us on Facebook, 
or drop off physical copies of any photos, videos, or written documents.

-Oral History digitization continues! Every Monday we will post a new interview to our website and Facebook 
page. Our Omeka site, ccmuseum.omeka.net, has 127 interviews and counting, so come check it out! 

-We are updating our Truckee-Carson exhibit, thanks to a grant from the Bureau of Reclamation, which 
financed two state-of-the-art touchscreen tables. One of these tables has an interactive map that 
demonstrates how the Truckee and Carson watersheds are connected, and the other shows native fish. Stop by 
and watch us work! 



Navigating the Real World Online

 Though much of this newsletter has been dedicated to TOPGUN, Teri wanted 
to make sure we took a little time to highlight one of our most exciting recent 
projects: our new mobile app. Many of you have already heard a little bit about our 
app through our social media or postcards. If not, our mobile app, simply called 
Churchill County Museum, is completely free, has no ads, and has features to 
explore in the museum, at home, or around Fallon. You can even look at our 
website, our browse our virtual Omeka exhibits, and check out our museum store 
right from the app! The app is available for download on the Google Play Store and 
the Apple App Store, or you can visit the app’s page on our website, ccmuseum.org/
app to get links. 
 Rather than simply list the app’s features, I also want to take a little bit of 
time to talk about how we made the app. It all started when Dan applied for a 
tourism grant from Travel Nevada. We received the grant in November with the 
stipulation from Travel Nevada that we had to have the app live by the end of 
December. Marilyn and I had to move quickly to get it done. Fortunately, the grant 
allowed us to contract with a company called STQRY, a firm that specializes in 
making tour-focused apps, which meant that we could focus on the content rather 

than technical aspects.  
 At first, it was just going to be an audio tour of the mu-
seum. As Marilyn and I had recently finished transcribing our 
Oral History collection, we thought that snippets of those interviews would be perfect 
to help bring our exhibits to life. We spent most of November choosing snippets of oral 
histories to pair with exhibits throughout the 
museum. This became the first of three tours currently on the app: our Voices of the 
Past Audio Tour. 
 When we presented the idea to Dan, he told us we should also include a virtual 
tour for people that were reluctant to travel due to COVID-19, so we went back to the 
drawing board and came back with a video tour. Creating the videos was really a team 
effort, as Marilyn and I each wrote and edited about half of them and we shared 
voiceover duties with Cathie, Brianna, and Allison. We designed each short video to 
capture the essence of our exhibits using a combination of narration, video of the 
exhibits, and photos from the collection. Each video is also 
transcribed and paired with an oral history snippet. This all 
comes together to make this virtual tour a great way to share 
our museum with family and friends that live far away! 

 At that point the app was “done,” in that we had a deliverable to show to Travel 
Nevada, but it was hardly finished. One of the other features Dan had hoped to include 
eventually was a walking tour. Though that tour was not included in our initial launch, 
we were able to finish that in March. This tour is based on an older walking tour the 
museum used to do, but now includes several new stops, such as Millenium Park and 
the VFW Hall. I strongly recommend taking a look at this tour before the summer heat 
hits us properly. 
 Though those are the app’s current major features, do keep an eye out for more! 
The museum is going into a period of change and we plan to update the app to include 
every new experience we can. We hope you take a look at our Churchill County Museum 
App! 

-Raeburn “Rae” Sottile, Curator
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The Anatomy of a 
Flight Suit:

1. Flight Helmet: Custom made, molded to 
the pilot’s head.

2. Flight Suit: Made with fire 
resistant Nomex material. Nomex is a 
fire-resistant, meta-aramid material that 
can withstand temperatures up to 698 
degrees Fahrenheit.

3. Survival Vest: Equipped with flairs, 
medic kit, maps, batteries, and guns, food, 
flashlight, raft, water and rations. 

4. G-Suit: Systematically inflated to block 
the flow of blood and oxygen to the lower 
extremities, enablig the pilot to withstand 
up to 12 G’s without passing out while in 
flight. Velcro affixed to the G-Suit enables 
additional computers on the lap.

5. Flight-Deck Boots: Leather lace up 
boots with the pilot’s dog tags affixed so it 
will not burn through the skin if there was 
a fire. 

6. Gloves: Fire-resistant aviation gloves 
made of Nomex.

7. Airhose: Attached to the helmet to 
provide oxygen to pilots.

AB

C

PATCHES:

A. Rectangle patch on the left chest: 
Pilot Name Tag.

B. Triangle patch on right chest: 
Squadron Insignia

C. Round Patch on right arm: 
Flight Weapons School- NAS Fallon
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Churchill County Museum Staff

Teri Hedgpeth- Museum Director
Marilyn Goble — Curator

Raeburn “Rae” Sottile  — Curator

Donna Cossette — Registrar
Gretchen Felte — Education Curator

Paulie Alles — Museum Assistant
Cathie Richardson —Museum Assistant
Brianna Schwab — Museum Assistant

Allison Frost — Intern

Board of DirectorsBoard of Directors

BBob Getto, ob Getto, Jr. — Jr. — PresidentPresident

Jennie Mader —Jennie Mader — Vice President Vice President

Nancy Balash — Nancy Balash — TreasurerTreasurer

Sue Chambers — Sue Chambers — SecretarySecretary

Greg Koenig — Greg Koenig — County CommissionerCounty Commissioner

Members:Members:  Carol Braniff, Doris Dwyer,    Carol Braniff, Doris Dwyer,  

Daniel Hilliker, Sandy Hillery, and Bruce Daniel Hilliker, Sandy Hillery, and Bruce 

MillsMills

Museum HoursMuseum Hours
March 1st-November 31March 1st-November 31

Tuesday- Saturday 10am-5pmTuesday- Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10am-3pmSunday 10am-3pm
Closed MondaysClosed Mondays

December 1-February 28December 1-February 28
Tuesday - Saturday 10am-4pmTuesday - Saturday 10am-4pm

Sunday 10am-3pmSunday 10am-3pm
Closed MondaysClosed Mondays

Phone: 775-423-3677  Fax 775-423-3662Phone: 775-423-3677  Fax 775-423-3662
Email info@ccmuseum.orgEmail info@ccmuseum.org
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Check Your Membership Expiration Date on Your Mailing Label

Check Your Membership Expiration Date on Your Mailing Label

See the center insert  for the Renewal Form!

See the center insert  for the Renewal Form!




