
Hidden Cave/Grimes Point
         Hidden Cave                                                                         
   The museum and the Carson City District Bureau of Land Management sponsor twice-monthly FREE public 
tours   to Hidden Cave, 12 miles east of Fallon on Highway 50. Hidden Cave Tours are offered to the public on the 
second and fourth Saturdays of each month. The Churchill County Museum opens at 9 am on these Saturdays, 
and the tour starts here where you can enjoy the Hidden Cave display at the museum. Meet the BLM guide at the 
museum at 9:30 am, and watch a short video on the history of Hidden Cave. At 10am, caravan out to the cave site 
for your own vehicle. No reservations are needed, and the tour is FREE! 

(Tours are not held on the following holiday 
weekends: Labor Day, Memorial Day, Thanksgiv-
ing Day, Christmas, or Easter weekend. Call the 
museum at 775-423-3677 to coný rm tour dates if 
you plan to go on a tour near these holidays.)

                        What to Expect                                     
Dress appropriately for the weather, and wear 
sturdy walking shoes. The trip up the hill is about 
1/4 mile, and the trail is not handicapped acces-
sible. This tour is not suitable for young children 
because of its length and the climb up the hill. 
There are restrooms and picnic sites available at 
Grimes Point, 1.5 miles from the cave area park-
ing lot.

 Special tours of Hidden Cave                    
  Tours held on any days beside the second and fourth Saturdays of every month are considered “Special Tours.” 
These can be arranged for school groups or groups of twelve or more people. These is a charge of $1 per person 
for these tours -- or a minimum of $20 -- and they are conducted by BLM-trained volunteers that also volunteer at 
the Churchill County Museum. Contact the Museum for more information. 

                  Hidden Cave Tour Guides                                                             
  The Churchill County Museum staff are always looking for more Hidden Cave Tour Guides! Training includes 
working with BLM and Museum personnel. If you are interested in more information on volunteering and would 
like to do Hidden Cave tours for 
school groups, contact the Museum.

Hidden Cave History                                                                                             
 “Hidden Cave” was named because 
of the difý culty in ý nding its small 
opening. In the mid-1920’s, the cave 
was visited by four school boys, the 
ý rst 20th century humans to do so. 
The cave has since been excavated 
three times: once in 1940, again in 
1951, and ý nally in 1979-1980. A 
high proportion of the artifacts found 
in Hidden cave were unbroken and 
arranged in concentrations. That led 
to the conclusion that 3,500 to 3,800 
years ago people used Hidden Cave 
more for a cache site than for their 
own shelter. 



                                                    

Approx. Yrs. Before Present 	 Event of Period 

 Present to 3,500 BCE 	 Dramatic reduction in sedimentation and human usage. Entrance to 	
			   cave nearly closed. 

 1,100 BCE  Volcanic ash layer from Mono Craters eruption. 

 3,500 to 3,600 BCE                Midden indicates second episode of intensive human usage. 

 3,600 to 3,700 BCE      	  Accelerated siltation indicates period of greatly increased            	
					     precipitation. 

 3,700 to 3,800 BCE 	 Midden layer caused by intensive human use of the cave.     

4,000 to 10,000 BCE               Dramatic change in deposits - windblown silts from dry lake bed 	
				    washed in from hillside. 

 6,900 BCE                Mount Mazama erupts, creating Crater Lake in Oregon and leav-
ing 				    a distinct layer of volcanic ash in the cave. 

  

 

  7,500 to 10,000 BCE 	 Cave still moist inside from marsh environment and receding lake. 

 10,000 to 21,000 BCE 	 Cave alternately submerged beneath and exposed above þuctuat-
ing 				    Lake Lahontan. 

 21,000 BCE 	 Completion of cave formation by wave action from Ice Age 		
				    (Pleistocene) Lake Lahontan 

 Information gathered from Steve Weiss, 1984: ñHidden Cave: The Public Meets the Pastò,   in Your Public 
Lands, Cooperation in Resource Management,  Winter, 1984. Washington, D.C.: BLM.

6,500 to 7,500 BCE Transition from mesic þora and fauna to present  composition of     
desert species. This indicates change from a moderately moist to a 
much drier climate.

Grimes Point
Located 12 miles east of Fallon on Highway 50, Grimes 
Point is one of the premier rock art sites in the state. Un-
like Hidden Cave, Grimes Point is available to the public 
24/7. Turn north off the highway at the BLM sign and turn 
east immediately into the Grimes Point parking lot. Rest-
rooms and picnic sites are available here.

Visitors then take the marked path, a self-guided tour, up 
the hillside to view the petroglyphs carved into the rocks. 
(Petroglyphs are carved art, pictographs are painted onto 
the rocks.) Signs along the way describe the art and sur-
rounding area.

Please stay on the trail at this site to avoid damage to the 
fragile desert environment. Visitors are also asked not to 
touch or deface the petroglyphs in order for this piece of 
ancient history to remain in palce for future generations to 
study and enjoy.

Chronology of Hidden Cave


