CHAPTER 5:

Fallon Grows: What's in a Name?

Jane Pieplow

We drive on and/or through them every day and direct out-of-town visitors
around Fallon using them, yet the origins of their names is often lost. What are they?
Streets and subdivisions, of course.

Who names the streets or building additions in any community? A city engi-
neer? A developer? The citizens who live on or in them? A 2008 conversation with
Larry White, Fallon’s City Engineer, revealed that subdivision developers submit
names for their areas. Often the names follow a theme -- birds, trees, or names of
family members, for example. After names are submitted, the city checks with the
county planning department for conpicts or duplicates and, unless the name is of-
fensive, it is usually accepted. City planners can also offer suggestions to developers
who are having a hard time coming up with street names.

The origin of many street and subdivision names is known today and this
article seeks to enlighten readers as to their history.

One interesting, yet unanswered, question remains when examining the
family names given to many streets in Fallon. Why are there no streets named for
the original settlers -- Kenyon, Wightman, Kent -- or town founders Jarvis, Jeffrey,
Verplank, or Inman?

A Town Begins: The Williams Addition

When Mike and Eliza Fallon arrived in Churchill County in 1896, they
settled on property yrst owned by Joshua and Sarah fiKateo Allen Bond, whose
ownership then passed to Frank Austin. The Fallons settled their purchase with
Austin and proceeded to improve the ranch, opening a post ofyce on their property
as well. The couple left their Churchill County ranch for Wellington, Nevada, in
1902, and subsequently sold their property to Warren W. Williams.

During this time Jim Richard’s store, on the corner of what would become
Williams Avenue and Maine Street, continued to receive steady business and the
Fallonds post ofyce continued to operate. Soon other businesses expressed interest
in establishing stores in this area. By 1906 the downtown streets had been surveyed
and named and the Fallon Standard reported that every lot was now worth more
than $1 per foot.
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It is interesting to note that, during this surveying phase, one stationary
object had to be used for a data measuring point. That object has been identiyed
in the 1904 newspaper as a ficoral rock,0 probably tufa, at the southwest corner
of Williams Avenue and Maine Street. This data point was used to plat numerous
lots until Warren Williams constructed the Williams Building on this site later in
1904. He built over the rock and when the building was torn down after the 1954
earthquake its whereabouts became unknown.

While the platting of this part of town continued, Williams was busy donat-
ing a portion of his land for the new Churchill County Courthouse as well as for
the town’s main street. The rest of his ranch holdings on what was to become the
western part of town formed a
rectangle -- AiDO Street on the
north, Maine Street running
down the east side, Richards
Street forming the southern
border, and a line extending
along Venturacci marking the
west -- which had been platted
for future development.

Streets in the Williams
Addition had already been
named by Warren Williams
even before 1906 when a real
push began for the sale of com-
mercial and residential lots in
the city.

Homes in the Williams Addition, possibly Center Street, about 1906. From left, residences
owned by the Smitten family, the Wightman family, and the Kent family. (Churchill County
Museum & Archives photo collection.)
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The yrst street named by Williams was Maine Street, after his home state
of Maine. Presumably, city ofycials named Williams Avenue, a street that passed by
Williams’ ranch, in honor of him, one of the men who donated land to the growing
town. Laverne Street was named for the yrst white child born in Fallon on January
1, 1903, Laverne Wildes [Bussert].

With water being of prime importance in this desert land, Carson Street
was named for the Carson River which brought life-giving water to the town and
valley. Water would have been on Williams” mind during the early years of the last
century as he lived to see the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) complete its project to
reclaim the desert here in Churchill County. In honor of this project, Taylor Street
was named for L.H. Taylor, who has been called the fiFather of the Truckee-Carson
Irrigation Projecto and who served as the yrst project manager.

It is easy to see the impact that the Newlands Reclamation Project had on
the citizens of Fallon and Churchill County. Russell Street honors one of the yrst
engineers on the Newlands Project who is supposed to have said, iBuild for the
future. You are now erecting a lasting monument and the people of the future will
honor you for laying out your town as they would want it.0

Not only did Williams give a nod toward the present when naming streets
in his addition, he made sure the past was represented as well. Allen Street com-
memorates Lemuel Allen, early settler, who served as Lieutenant Governor of
Nevada. Six generations of the Allen family have lived in Lahontan Valley.

Bailey Street acknowledges Charles Bailey who was married to Mary Allen.
They homesteaded a ranch on the north edge of Fallon [todaybds Serpa Place] which
was later sold to George Wingyeld. When the sidewalks were laid out along Wil-
liams Avenue, the name Liberty Street was traced into the cement at the intersection
of Bailey Street and Williams Avenue, yet the Bailey name has remained.

What street names didn’t Warren Williams get around to assigning before
he passed away in 1914? Legend has it that his wish had been to name streets for
some of his friends and neighbors. It wasn’t until just recently that his wish was
granted when Dalton, Grimes, and Kaiser Streets were added to the City of Fallon’s
growing list of street names.

William and Fred Dalton were early ranchers at Eastgate and Stillwater.
Williams C. Grimes established a large ranch and Grimes Station in the southeast-
ern part of the valley. He served as county auditor for a number of years. Charles
Kaiser was a prominent rancher in Stillwater, a Nevada state senator, and father of
Mrs. I.H. [Mary] Kent.

What proud father could resist naming a street after one of his children?
That’s exactly what Williams did when he named Ada Street. His daughter Ada
eventually married Arthur Keddie, a prominent Fallon citizen who served as a
Nevada state senator, among other accomplishments.

Williams may have wanted to name a street after his son-in-law as well,
but this never happened during his lifetime. Nearly 100 years later a street on the
north side of the original Williams ranch has been named for Arthur Keddie.






